
Grammar Workshop
Parklands Junior School



Aims for today

• Introduce some grammar terms

• To go through the new government's guidelines for what is 
expected of your children. 

• To answer any any questions you have regarding writing and 
grammar. 





Spelling , Punctuation and Grammar: 
Year 5

• To use relative clauses beginning with, who, which, where, 
when, whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun

• To indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal 
verbs

• To use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph

• To link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, 
place and number or tense choices

• To use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

• To use commas to avoid ambiguity and to clarify meaning



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: 
Year 6

• To use the passive to affect the presentation of information within a 
sentence

• To know the difference between structures typical of informal speech and 
structures appropriate for formal speech and writing or the use of 
subjunctive forms

• To link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: 
repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections and ellipsis

• To use layout devices – headings, subheadings, colons, bullets, tables

• To use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between 
independent clauses

• To use the  colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists

• To use bullet points to list information. To use hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 



• All year 6 children will now sit a 60 minute spelling, 
punctuation and grammar test (SPAG) – 45 minutes for the 
punctuation and grammar test, 15 minutes for the spelling. 



Word Classes
Although there are many components that are 

included in SPAG, these are the fundamental things 
that your child should know. 

Conjunctions

Verbs

Nouns

Prepositions Articles Pronouns

Adverbs

Interjections
Interjections

Adjectives

Words can belong to different classes.

It depends on the job they are doing.



Verbs

Conjunctions

Nouns

Prepositions

Article

Pronouns

Adverbs

Adjectives

Verbs are sometimes called ‘doing words’ because 
many verbs name an action that someone does.

Nouns are sometimes called ‘naming words’ because 
they name people, places and ‘things’.

A preposition is a word that tells you where or when 
something is in relation to something else e.g. behind, 
next to, over 

An adverb is a word that describes a verb (an action or 
a doing word).

An article is a word that tells you whether a noun is 
specific or general e.g. a, an, the

Adjectives are used to describe the noun. 

A proper noun is the name of a particular person, place 
or thing, and always begins with a capital letter.

A conjunction is a word that joins two sentences or 
clauses e.g. and, but, although  



On your tables are example 
questions relating to word classes 

which have been taken from a SPAG 
paper.

Have a go at answering them.
We will go through the answers at 

the end. 



Example Question

because

































and

however as





C A B D



Things to do at home
When reading and writing at home with your children, 
constantly ‘drip’ the word classes into conversations through 
questioning. 

Can you find the adjective? Can you identify the noun? Where is 
the article? Can you think of other adjectives? 

Useful links:

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-site/expert-
help/grammar-punctuation-and-spelling-made-easy - Great for 
quick games and activities you could do with your child at home. 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-grammar-glossary-for-
parents

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm

http://www.chompchomp.com/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/spelling_grammar/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-site/expert-help/grammar-punctuation-and-spelling-made-easy
http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-grammar-glossary-for-parents
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/spelling_grammar/



